Tuesday, November 4, 2003
Job 35:1 - 37:24
Five men arguing about who God is; whether or not He is just; and which of the five is the wisest (or loudest). Of course there is a purpose to the telling of this incident in Job's life. In reading it we have come face to face with many of our own doubts and questions. God is about to speak to the five and will set them all straight as to His authority over all things. 
Watching all of this from the sidelines may serve to remind us about what we can, or cannot, do when tragedy strikes the people for whom we care.  Job's questions could not be answered by the wisdom of man. Did he really need the answers right then? Did he need his friends to jump at him with explanations, or with compassion? 

As Americans we all have a little desire to be in control; to be able to fix, or at least understand, everything that happens in our lives. As Christians in an unfriendly culture we also tend to be judgmental of most folks except ourselves. After reading Job, though, perhaps we sense that the promiscuous gay guy dying of Aids doesn't need to hear that he's a sinner as much as he needs to hear that God loves him even as he is. Maybe the unwed mom-to-be who is considering abortion needs a friend who is willing to care and provide alternatives more than she needs to hear that abortion is evil. And when a friend is hurting and asking God "WHY?” maybe all we can do is hold them tight and say that we don't know either.

